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January,  1963* 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Northwich  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
environmental  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Council’s 
district  for  the  year  1961 .  In  doing  this  I  would  like  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  Mr.  Baines  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Staff  have  given  me,  both  in  preparing  this  report 
and  introducing  me  to  the  district. 

I  also  wish  to  apologise  for  the  delay  in  preparing  this 
report.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  I  did  not  take  up  my  duties 
in  the  district  until  August,  1962,  and  later  when  we  were  ready 
to  prepare  the  drafts,  illness  amongst  the  Staff  caused  a  further 
delay. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


F .  SEYMOUR 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


(1)  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (estimated  mid-year  1961)  19,440 
Area  (acres  of  district)  2,626 
Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  6,509 
Rateable  Value  of  Area  £45^,504 
Product  of  Penny  Rate,  1961/62  £1,830 


Comparative  Statistics  -  1960/61 


Year 

i960 

1961 

Population 

19,280 

19,440 

Rateable  Value 

£439,234 

£451,504 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£1 , 800 

£1 , 830 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 

6,365 

6,509 

(2)  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

138 

5 

136 

11 

274 

16 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

^Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
(Comparability  Factor  1.01) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  births 

14.9 

15.1 

5.8 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

3 

4 

7 

Total  Live  &  Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  and  Still  Births 

146 

151 

297 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  &  still  births  25.56 


* 


See  Page  2 


2. 


Infant  Deaths 

Females 
2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks) 
per  1 ,000  total  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week) 
per  1,000  total  live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  births  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  deaths 

Deaths 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  : 

Males 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  1 


Males  Females 


All  causes  119  115 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

^Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
(Comparability  factor  ) 


Total 

4 

1 


17.2 


10.3 


10.3 


33.7 


Nil 


Total 

234 

12.0 


NOTE 


The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained  when 
the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the  way  in  which 
the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  rates  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rates 
for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  corresponding  adjusted  rates  for  any  other 
area . 


NORTHWICH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

The  comparability  factor  for  the  Death  Rate  was 
not  received  until  after  the  Annual  Report  was 
printed,  would  you  therefore  insert  the  following 
figures  on  PAGE  2 

*  Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
(Comparability  factor  1 ,04) 


12 .  0 


3. 


Causes  of  Death 


as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  the  two 
principal  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulation  which  caused  approximately  50%  of 
the  deaths,  and  cancer  which  caused  approximately  10%. 

Males  Females  Total 


1 . 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

— 

1 

3- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

4 

7 

4. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

1 

7 

5. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

6 . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

3 

3 

7. 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

7 

8 

15 

8. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

9- 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

10. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

28 

44 

11 . 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

24 

13 

37 

12. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

4 

13. 

Other  heart  disease 

22 

20 

42 

14. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

6 

8 

15. 

Influenza 

5 

1 

6 

16. 

Pneumonia 

3 

4 

7 

17. 

Bronchitis 

10 

2 

12 

18. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

- 

19. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

20. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

21 . 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

22. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

13 

22 

23. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

24. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

25. 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

119 

115 

234 

4, 


SECTION  II 

HEALTH  .SERVICES 


(1)  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  Northwich  Urban  District  lies  within  the  area  of  the 
Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  whose  offices  are  at  Cheetwood  Road, 
Manchester,  8.  Telephone  number  -  Deansgate  644l . 

(2)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  Northwich  Urban  water, 
ice-cream  and  milk  samples  taken  by  the  Health  Department,  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination  at  the  Chester  Public  Health  Laboratory,  instead 
of  as  previously  to  the  Manchester  Service.  Because  of  traffic  conditions 
this  new  arrangement  is  less  wasteful  of  the  Inspector’s  time,  the 
mileage  covered  being  much  the  same. 

(3)  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


The  ambulance  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and 
since  December,  i960,  this  service  has  been  centrally  controlled.  Radio 
control  of  the  ambulance  service  was  instituted  by  the  County  Council 
when  the  responsibility  was  transferred  from  the  Mid-Cheshire  Divisional 
Health  Committee  to  the  Central  County  Ambulance  Committee. 

All  999  calls  made  by  members  of  the  public  are  immediabely 
connected  with  the  central  control  at  County  Hall,  and  by  the  use  of  two- 
way  radio  telephone  such  emergencies  can  be  quickly  and  effectively  ' 
covered.  The  arrangement  for  non-urgent  calls  is  that  the  patient  br 
general  practitioner  should  ring  the  Northwich  Depot  -  Telephone  number 
Northwich  5090. 

(4)  MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 


District 

Telephone  No . 

Mrs.  I,  Owen, 

Dinastre , 

Lime  Avenue , 

Leftwich . 

Wit ton  Ward 

Northwich  3093 

Mrs.  Hibbert, 

2,  Dyar  Terrace, 
Winnington . 

Castle  Ward 

Northwich  4329 

Mrs.  E.  T.  Dorman, 
Arderne  House, 

Hodge  Lane , 

Hartford . 

Witton  &  Castle 

Ward 

Relief 

Northwich  4513 

5. 

District 

Mr .  R .  Evans , 

15  Woodside  Terrace,  Northwich 

Leftwich . 

Mrs .  P .  Edwards , 

28  Stones  Manor  Lane,  Hartford  and 

Hartford  . 

Mrs*  W.  Place, 

22  Fairfield  Load, 

Leftwich . 

Miss  D.  Price, 

38  Water  Street, 

Northwich* 

(3)  HEALTH  VISITORS 

Mrs.  Conlin, 

Darland  House, 

Winnington  Hill, 

Northwich . 

Miss  Owen, 

Parkfield  Clinic, 

Middlewich  Road, 

Northwich. 

Miss  A.  Gratrix, 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

85  Wheelock  Street, 

Middlewich.  Leftwich 

(6)  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 


Castle 


Leftwich 


Wit ton , Winnington , 
and  Northwich 


Castle,  Winnington, 
and  Greenbank 


Northwich  town 
including  London 
Road  &  Witton. 
Lostock  (part  of) 


Centre 


Session 


Northwich 


each  Tuesday  afternoon 

2-4  p.m. 


Northwich 


each  Thursday  afternoon 
2-4  p.m. 


Leftwich 


Lostock 


2nd  &  4th  Tuesdays 
2-4  p.m. 

2nd  &  4th  Wednesdays 
2-4  p.m. 


Telephone  No. 


Northwich  3310 


Northwich  4737 


Northwich  3050 


Northwich  2314 


Northwich  4643 


Northwich  21 86 


Middlewich  165 


Location 

Darland  House 
Clinic,  Winnington 
Hill,  Northwich. 

Parkfield  Clinic, 
Middlewich  Road, 
Northwich . 

The  Farm,  Old  Hall 
Estate,  Leftwich 

Tennis  Pavilion, 

I .C . I .Lostock  Works 


Welfare  and  Proprietary  Foods  are  sold  to  mothers  attending  the  Clinics. 


(7)  Information  concerning  the  other  County  Health  Services  in  the 
area  such  as  Home  Help,  Chiropody  Service,  Care  and  After  Care  equipment 
etc.,  can  be  obtained  from  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  at  Hartford 
Hill,  Darwin  Street,  Northwich.  Telephone  number  -  Northwich  4251/2. 

(8)  OLD  PEOPLE’S  CLUBS 


Club 

Castle  &  Winnington 

Old  Friends’  Club,  (Mixed) 

Barbers  Lane , 

Queens gate . 


Date  and  Time 


Tuesdays  -  2*50.p.m. 


Lostock  Gralam  Monday  Club,  Alternate  Mondays  - 

Lostock  Social  Club .  2. 30. p.m. 


Winnington  House 
Veterans  Club  (Men  Only), 
Winnington  House. 

Leftwich  Estate  Over  60’s 

Club , 

Farm  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

Witton  -  Darby  &  Joan  Club, 
Bourne  Methodist  School  Poom, 
Witton  Street, 

Northwich . 

Darby  &  Joan  Club  (Mixed) 
W.V.S.  Civil  Defence  Centre, 
Hayhurst  Street, 

Northwich . 

Northwich  Parish  Church, 
Pensioners’  Association, 

(Men  Only) , 

Church  Institute,  Northwich 


Daily  Monday- Saturday 
2  p.m.  onwards 

Alternate  Wednesdays  - 

2 .30 .p .m. 


Mondays  -  2  p.m. 


Thursdays  -  2 . 1 5 • P • ra • 


Afternoons 


7. 


SECTION  III 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948-1951 


Section  47 

Under  this  Section  when  persons  (a)  are  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated, 
are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  (b)  are  unable  to  devote 
to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper 
care  and  attention,  the  local  authority  may  apply  to  a  court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to  remove  the  person  to  a 
suitable  place. 

Section  jO 


Under  this  Section  the  District  Council  has  the  duty  to  arrange 
for  the  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their  area,  if  no 
suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  are  being  made. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  either  of  these 
Sections  during  the  year. 


8. 


SECTION  IV 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


(1)  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  are  given 
below:-  _ _ _ _ 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

Measles 

272 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

(2)  TUBERCULOSIS 


The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and  deaths  from 
both  forms  of  Tuberculosis  during  1961 . 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Age  Periods: 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

1-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15  " 

_ 

mmm 

_ , 

, , 

15  -  25  " 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

... 

25  -  35  " 

asm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  -  45  " 

1 

— 

cr» 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  -  55  " 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  -  65  " 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

~ 

65  and  upwards 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

i 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  years 


1950  1931  1932  1933  1934  1933  1936  1937  1938  1939  i960  1961 


137  101  106  79  66  80  73  81 


81  81  79  70 


9. 


(3)  B.C.G.  PROTECTION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 


In  addition  to  the  protection  against  Tuberculosis  as  carried  out 
at  tne  local  Chest  Clinic  on  actual  contacts  to  cases  of  tuberculosis 
and  the  vaccination  of  new-born  babies  at  some  maternity  hospitals  in 
Manchester,  the  parents  of  school  children  of  the  12  -  13  years  age 
group  in  the  area  are  being  offered  this  form  of  protective  treatment. 
The  response  to  date  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  take  advantage  of 
this  protection  for  their  children  has  been  good. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


VISxTS 

BY 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

Housing  Inspections 

1961 

Number 

of 

visits  8c  revisits  to  houses  under  Public 

Health 

Acts 

147 

Number 

of 

visits  8c  revisits  to  houses  under  Housing 

Acts 

o  o  • 

366 

Visits 

to 

houses  under  Rent  Acts 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

4  4  © 

2 

Visits 

to 

houses  in  connection  with  Improvement 

Grants 

•  •  • 

145 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises 

Visits 

to 

Butchers'  shops  . 

#  •  « 

•  •  1 

108 

Visits 

to 

Fish  shops 

•  «  o 

0*0 

12 

Visits 

to 

Grocers '  shops  ...  ... 

•  4  4 

t  •  • 

73 

Visits 

to 

Ice-Cream  premises  ...  ... 

4  4  4 

•  oft 

8 

Visits 

to 

Food  Preparing  premises 

4  4  4 

•  04 

28 

Visits 

to 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  a 

9  4  0 

18 

Visits 

to 

Bakehouses  and  Confectioners 

•  O  0 

•  94 

35 

Visits 

to 

Dairies  ...  ...  ... 

•  #  * 

4  0  4 

4 

Visits 

to 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ... 

•  •  ♦ 

0  4  4 

855 

Infectious  Disease,  Rodent  8c  Vermin 

Number 

of 

houses  inspected  for  vermin 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  #  • 

4  4  4 

55 

Number 

of 

rooms  disinfested  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

65 

Revisits 

•  *  o  m  »  4  •  »  4  4  •  • 

•  •  ♦ 

•  •  ♦ 

•  f  • 

4  4  4 

55 

Visits 

where  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred 

•  #  • 

•  •  * 

4  0  4 

45 

Visits 

in 

connection  with  Rodent  Control 

»  »  i 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

4  4  4 

475 

Other  Visits 


Visits  and  Inspections  of  Factories  .  45 

Visits  in  connection  with  Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Interviews  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  426 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l4l 

Visits  &  Observations  re  Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  59 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers  .  28 

Visits  8c  Inspections  re  Refuse  Collection  8c  Disposal .  454 


(1)  WATER  SUPPLY 


11 . 


The  water  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  Mid  and  South  East 
Cheshire  Water  Board. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  the  Water  Board  submitted  for 
information  43  copies  of  the  Analyst’s  reports  of  samples  of  water 
taken  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District,  all  of  which  were  reported  upon 
satisfactorily . 

The  water  in  the  district  is  not  liable  to  have  plurabo-solvent 
action. 

All  the  water  consumed  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District  is  supplied 
by  the  Water  Board,  there  being  no  private  well  supplies,  and  all 

properties  have  a  pipe  supply,  although  in  some  cases  the  tap  and  sink 

are  situated  in  a  scullery/washhouse  at  a  short  distance  from  the  house. 

It  would  appear  in  years  past  that  this  type  of  building  was  usual  for 

the  district,  but  with  the  clearing  of  sub-standard  property  and 
improvements  to  property  they  are  decreasing  in  number. 

Due  to  schemes  for  increasing  the  water  supply  and  the  anticipation 
of  increased  needs,  there  has  not  been  any  shortage  of  water  in  the 
Urban  District  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

(2)  PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  is  only  one  public  Swimming  Bath  in  the  Urban  District  and 
this  is  an  indoor  pool,  73 f  x  30'  and  holds  approximately  76,000 
gallons  of  water.  These  baths,  controlled  by  the  Council,  are  brine 
baths  and  the  water  treatment  is  by  continuous  filtration  with  break 
point  chlorination.  Daily  tests  are  taken  to  ascertain  the  chlorine 
content  and  pH  value  of  the  water.  There  are  no  foot  baths  but  one 
shower  is  available  as  such,  although  this  is  not  compulsory.  Clothes 
storage  is  by  means  of  baskets.  Separate  changing  cubicles  are 
provided  for  men  and  women  and  are  in  rooms  adjacent  to  the  pool  but 
not  in  the  main  hall. 

The  total  number  of  bathers  using  the  baths  during  1961  was 
89,821,  showing  an  increase  of  1,368  on  last  year’s  figure. 

Paddling  Pool  -  Church  TWalk 


During  the  summer  months  this  paddling  pool  is  filled  and  emptied 
twice  weekly,  and  treated  with  sodium  hypochlorite  and  bleaching  powder. 
During  the  winter  months  tne  pool  is  empty. 

(3)  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Proposals  for  the  resewerage  of  the  town  centre  were  prepared  and 
loan  sanction  obtained  for  the  construction  of  a  Section  of  30”  diameter 
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sewer  in  Chesterway.  No  alterations  were  carried  out  to  the  Dock  Road 
Pumping  Station. 

Disposal  of  sewage  is  by  sedimentation  and  percolating  circulating 
filters  and  satisfactory  effluents  were  maintained  throughout  the  year. 
Drying  beds  at  the  Wallerscote  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  raised  in 
level . 

(4)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  number  of  pail  closets  in  the  district  has  now  been  reduced  to 
two:  both  are  on  industrial  premises  and  in  one  case  the  firm  is 

negotiating  for  a  new  site. 

( 5 )  DEFUSE  COLLECTION 


There  has  been  little  change  in  the  refuse  collection  service  within 
the  Urban  District  during  1961.  A  further  difficulty  has,  however, 
arisen  in  as  much  that  the  number  of  working  hours  per  workman  has  been 
reduced  from  44  to  42.  This  obviously  results  in  less  refuse  being 
collected,  and  at  this  stage  one  must  admit  that  although  collectively 
more  than  one  man’s  weekly  hours  have  been  lost,  to  engage  another  work¬ 
man  would  not  necessarily  adjust  the  over-all  position.  It  is  also 
noticeable  that  refuse  is  becoming  more  bulky,  and  another  effect  on  the 
collection  service  is  the  erection  of  more  and  more  houses  with  long 
walks  for  the  dustbin.  This  in  one  year  probably  does  not  show  very 
much  effect  but  eventually  there  is  a  marked  effect  on  the  accessibility 
of  bins,  that  is  to  say,  that  bins  from  houses  in  congested  areas  can  be 
collected  much  more  easily  than  those  on  modern  housing  sites. 

An  experiment  was  commenced  in  1961  with  the  provision  of  paper 
sacks  instead  of  dustbins  at  certain  selected  houses,  and  without  any 
doubt,  if  costs  are  not  considered,  this  can  be  a  very  good  system. 
Unfortunately,  the  cost  of  replacing  dustbins  throughout  the  district 
and  maintaining  a  weekly  supply  of  paper  sacks  is  not  reasonably  economic. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  the  Council  considered  the  replacement 
of  one  of  the  refuse  vehicles  and  ordered  a  new  vehicle.  This  vehicle 
will  be  a  Dennis  Paxit  Major,  with  an  automatic  loader.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  re-organise  the  routes  of  the  various  vehicles  in  order  to 
accommodate  this  particular  vehicle.  For  many  years  there  will  be 
narrow  backs  to  be  negotiated  and  vehicles  will  have  to  be  purchased 
suitable  for  parts  of  the  district  rather  than  purchasing  vehicles  that 
are  interchangeable. 

(6)  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 


During  the  year  the  tipping  in  Verdin  Park  was  completed.  The  area 
was  levelled  so  far  as  practicable,  and  put  down  to  grass.  This  tipping 
at  the  Park  has  increased  the  useful  area  considerably  and 
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improved  part  of  the  town  which  had  suffered  severely  from  subsidence. 
The  new  tip  is  situated  off  Manchester  Road,  and  satisfactory  progress 
has  been  made  although  it  is  a  most  difficult  site,  being  waterlogged 
and  lacking  in  covering  material. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  Waste  Paper  has  been  most 
satisfactory.  The  tonnage  of  paper  collected  and  disposed  of  was 
approximately  two  tons  less  than  i960,  but  was  £210  higher  in  value. 
This  was  the  highest  value  of  paper  ever  sold  in  one  year  by  the  Urban 
District  Council. 

The  total  amount  of  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1961,  was  as  follows 


Waste  Paper 

Salvage  other  than  Waste  Paper 

Totals 


T. 

c. 

h  * 

£. 

s . 

d . 

4i8. 

4. 

0. 

3683. 

19. 

6. 

68. 

2. 

3. 

252. 

19. 

4. 

486. 

6 . 

3. 

£3936 . 

18. 

10. 

Provision  of  Dustbins 

Dustbins  are  provided  by  the  Council  and  are  charged  to  the  Rate 
Fund.  One  bin  is  allowed  per  dwelling  so  that  business  premises, 
clubs,  etc.,  with  living  accommodation  are  allowed  one  bin  free  of 
charge,  and  if  any  more  are  required  they  are  expected  to  provide  them. 
The  advantages  of  providing  bins  are  that  throughout  the  district  bins 
for  refuse  are  in  good  condition,  notices  for  renewal  of  dustbins  are 
obviated  and  there  is  no  argument  as  to  who  is  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  a  bin.  During  1961  approximately  400  bins  were  provided. 

( 7 )  CANAL  BOATS 


During  the  year  two  new  boats  were  registered.  There  is  now  a 
total  of  98  boats  registered  with  this  Authority. 

(8)  LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES 


There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  in  Northwich  but  from  time  to 
time  hawkers*  and  gypsies*  caravans  park  in  the  district,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  take  steps  to  clear  the  vehicles  from  the  sites.  Mainly 
informal  action  by  the  owners  with  the  co-operation  of  the  police  and 
the  Health  Department  is  sufficient  to  achieve  the  results.  On  one 
occasion  action  was  taken  under  the  Cheshire  County  Council  Act,  1953? 
to  clear  a  site  which  was  constantly  occupied  by  caravans  and  the 
Magistrates  made  the  following  Order 

??That  no  moveable  dwellings  of  any  kind  shall  be 
placed  within  a  radius  of  200  yards  from  the  site 
of  a  caravan  then  situated  on  land  fronting 


14. 


Barrington  Old  Road,  Northwich,  adjacent  to  the 
southerly  boundary  of  the  site  of  a  disused  railway 
line . n 

(9)  RODENT  CONTROL 

The  service  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  was  maintained  during 
the  year  and  there  was  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  in  the  way  of 
infestations.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  regular  and  constant  Rodent 
Control  service  prevents  infestations  building  up  so  that  this  particular 
service  is  well  worth  the  money  spent  on  it  if  only  to  prevent  serious 
nuisances . 

No  treatment  for  rats  in  sewers  has  been  carried  out  partly  due  to 
labour  difficulties  and  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  most  likely  part 
of  the  system  likely  to  be  affected  is  kept  clear  by  the  occasional 
surcharging  of  the  sewers. 

A  summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  is  given  below 

RODENT  CONTROL  DURING  1961 

—an— i w— iimni— ran  itiiri  — i.i*mn  h  >.  ,  ,  ,  mu m 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

I  Inspections 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of  : 

a.  Notification 

b .  Survey  under  the  Act 

c.  Reinspections 

Local 

Auth¬ 

ority 

4 

Dwelling  j  Agri- 

Houses  j  cult¬ 

ural 

.  .....  .  .....  L 

All  other 
(including 
business ) 

5 

4 

19 

71 

218 

- 

49 

38 

230 

Total  Inspections 

28 

7 

1 

........  g.  -- 

289 

- 

317 

II  Infestations 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by  : 

a .  Rats 

b.  Mice 

Total  Infestations 

64 

7 

71 

45 

23  _  _ 
68 '  ’ 

III  Total  treatments 

carried  out  (rats  &  mice) 

i  ■  ■  ‘  . . — . 

r 

j 

8  j  71 

!  . 

68 

•  IV  Number  of  'Block  Control’  j 

schemes  carried  out  f  Nil 
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(10)  DISINFESTATION  OF  PREMISES 


This  service  is  carried  out  as  a  part  of  the  Public  Health  Service 
and  the  treatment  given  is  borne  as  a  rate  charge,  and  ranges  from  bed¬ 
bugs  to  wasps'  nests. 

It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  discontinue  treatment  for  ants, 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  Department  was  inundated  with  complaints,  many 
of  the  infestations  being  small  and  capable  of  being  dealt  with  by  the 
occupiers.  Advice  is  given  upon  request. 

55  premises  were  disinfested  during  the  year. 

(11)  RAO,  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLINGS  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

There  is  only  one  factory  registered  under  the  Act  and  the 
activities  carried  out  at  these  premises,  the  manufacture  of  eiderdowns, 
etc.,  are  of  a  very  high  standard. 

(12)  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  two  licensed  premises  and  these  are  satisfactory. 

(15)  Cheshire  county  council  act,  1953 

Registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

There  are  40  hairdressers '  and  barbers'  premises  registered  with 
the  Authority  and  2 8  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  Until  more  staff 
is  available  it  is  not  possible  to  carry  out  regular  routine  visits. 

( 1 4 )  CLEAN  AIR  aCT,  1956 

Three  Atmospheric  Deposit  Gauges  and  Lead  Peroxide  Candles  are  still 
sited  in  the  Urban  District. 

Pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  on  British  Railways  to  improve 
conditions  caused  mainly  by  goods  engines  either  passing  through  the 
district  or  raising  steam  at  the  engine  sheds  at  Northwich  Station. 
Considerable  improvements  nave  been  carried  out  by  the  Town's  main 
industry  at  their  various  works.  Unfortunately  these  improvements  are 
not  obviously  noticeable  to  the  layman,  and  consequently,  although  the 
requirements  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  are  being  observed,  complaints  are 
occasionally  received  of  nuisances  being  caused. 

There  is  close  co-operation  between  H.  M.  Alkali  Inspector  and  the 
Public  Health  Department  staff  on  this  matter  and  joint  visits  were  made 
to  the  firm. 
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(15)  MORTUARY 

The  mortuary  consists  of  a  post-mortem  room,  chapel  or  viewing 
room,  waiting  room,  and  a  refrigerator  with  facilities  for  three  bodies. 

The  mortuary  is  used  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  and  for 
the  adjoining  parishes  of  the  Northwich  Rural  District.  Two-thirds  of 
the  cost  is  borne  by  the  Urban  District  and  one-third  by  the  Nortnwich 
Rural  District  Council. 

06)  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1959 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  enforcing  certain  provisions  of 
the  Factories  Acts  relating  to  health.  It  was  again  not  possible  to 
carry  out  routine  inspection  of  factories  and  from  time  to  time  the 
Factory  Inspector  notifies  the  Department  of  any  defects  found  during  the 
course  of  his  inspections.  As  soon  as  staff  becomes  available  a  survey 
of  the  factories  in  the  district  will  be  made. 

The  main  industry  of  Northwich  is  the  chemical  industry.  The 
Headquarters  of  the  Alkali  Division  of  Imperial  Chemical  Industries  are 
at  Northwich  and  their  three  chemical  works  in  the  Urban  District  are 
at  Wallerscote,  Winnington  and  Lostock.  The  General  Chemical  Division 
of  the  Company  also  operate  Wade  Works  at  Northwich. 

Other  industries  of  the  town  include  a  steel  works,  a  foundry, 
shipbuilding  yards,  two  leather  works  and  a  carpet  factory  and  clothing 
factories . 

Outworkers 

Under  Section  110  of  the  Factories  Act,  19 57,  the  occupier  of 
every  factory  employing  outworkers  in  certain  specified  classes > of  work 
must  send  to  the  District  Council  during  the  months  of  February  and 
August  of  each  year  a  list  showing  all  the  outworkers  employed  by  him 
during  the  previous  six  months.  During  1961  there  was  one  person 
employed  as  an  outworker  making  ladies'  clothing. 

(17)  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  enforcing  of  all  provisions 
under  the  Shops  net,  1950,  but  those  relating  to  sanitary  conveniences, 
ventilation  and  temperature  in  shops  is  the  responsibility  of  a  Health 
Department  irrespective  of  whether  or  not  the  local  authority  is 
responsible  for  the  Shops  Act  as  a  whole.  There  is  quite  a  lot  of 
work  required  in  connection  with  this  aspect  of  the  Shops  Act,  and 
every  opportunity  is  taken  during  visits  to  shops  to  have  any  defects 
remedied.  Undoubtedly  when  new  Regulations  are  made  this  work  v/ill 
increase  considerably. 
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(18)  SLUM  CLEARANCE 
Clearance  Areas 

The  Timber  Lane,  John  Street  and  Chester  Way  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders,  which  were  subject  to  a  Public  Inquiry  at  the  end  of 
i960,  were  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Minister  and  rehousing  of  the 
occupants  was  commenced  by  the  Council,  together  with  the  necessary 
acquisition  of  the  properties. 

The  Highfield  Terrace  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  also 
confirmed . 

The  following  areas  were  reported  to  the  Council  during  1961 


4  houses 
2  houses 


Foundry  Place 
Magda la  Place 


These  Clearance  Areas  were  later  confirmed  without  a  Public 
Inquiry . 

All  the  properties  in  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Areas  and  Clearance 
Areas  are  awaiting  demolition. 

Individual  Unfit  houses 


Seven  houses  in  London  Load,  which  had  been  purchased  by  the 
Council  for  demolition,  were  certified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
as  being  unfit  and  the  properties  were  demolished  so  that  redevelopment 
of  the  area  could  take  place. 

Twelve  houses  were  represented  as  individual  unfit  houses  and 
made  subject  to  Closing  Orders,  and  in  one  case,  being  business  premises, 
a  Closing  Order  was  made  for  part  of  the  building.  It  is  anticipated 
that  several  of  these  properties  will  be  included  at  a  later  date  in 
Clearance  areas . 

(19)  HOUSING  REPAIRS 

No  routine  house-to-house  inspections  of  dwelling  houses  have 
been  carried  out  during  the  year,  nor  is  it  possible  to  do  tnis  with 
the  staff  available.  Complaints  were  dealt  with  by  informal  action. 

In  the  case  of  applications  for  Standard  or  Discretionary  Grants  a 
detailed  inspection  is  carried  out  and  a  list  of  works  considered 
necessary  to  make  the  house  fit  is  submitted  to  the  owner,  when  it  is 
pointed  out  that  before  payment  of  the  Grant  can  be  made  a  house  must 
comply  with  Regulations,  which  includes  a  condition  that  the  house 
must  be  fit.  The  number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  this 
method  was  32. 
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( 20 )  THE  RENT  ACT ,  1937 

This  Act  does  not  appear  to  function  as  it  was  intended  and  very 
few  tenants  apply  to  the  Council  for  information  as  to  either  their 
rights  or  responsibilities,  and  no  doubt  many  people  are  paying  increased 
rents  without  having  exercised  their  rights  to  have  any  necessary  repairs 
carried  out.  No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were 
received  during  the  year. 

(21)  GRANTS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 


Applications  and  enquiries  in  respect  of  Improvement  Grants  do 
provide  a  fair  amount  of  work  for  both  the  Surveyor’s  Department  and  the 
Health  Department.  The  position  at  Northwich  with  regard  to  grants  is 
that  an  applicant  is  given  all  information  and  assistance  to  encourage 
them  to  carry  out  improvements.  So  far  as  is  possible  the  houses  are 
visited  by  a  representative  of  the  Surveyor's  Department  along  with  one 
from  the  Health  Department  so  that  the  Surveyor  is  in  a  position  to  deal 
with  the  actual  improvements  and  the  Health  Department  is  able  to 
indicate  essential  repairs  necessary  to  make  the  house  fit.  Often 
enquiries  are  made  and  time  spent  with  the  applicants  but  subsequently 
it  is  decided  not  to  proceed  with  any  work.  At  the  same  time  many 
houses  have  been  saved  and  improved  by  owner-occupiers  who  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  scheme.  Very  few  tenanted  houses  seem  to  benefit  and 
it  is  obvious  that  until  some  compulsory  measures  are  introduced  the 
majority  of  owners  of  property  are  not  prepared  to  carry  out  works  of 
improvement  to  their  tenanted  houses. 

£1,571*  Is*  8d.  was  paid  in  respect  of  17  Standard  Grants  and 
£3,277.  3s.  8d.  in  respect  of  15  Discretionary  Grants. 

In  connection  with  housing  of  all  aspects  848  visits  were  made 
during  the  year. 
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(22)  COUNCIL  HOUSES  IN  NOBTHWICH 


The  position  with  regard  to  dwelling  accommodation  provided  by 
Northwich  is  based  on  information  from  the  Housing  Department,  and 
the  position  is  at  1st  April,  1961 ,  as  follows 


Types  of  Accommodation 

rre-vvar. 

Post -Bar 

Purchased 

Properties 

Total 

Houses  -  1  Bedroom 

14 

MM 

14 

2  Bedrooms 

24 

298 

11  (a) 

333 

3  Bedrooms 

224 

858 

5 

1 ,087 

4  Bedrooms 

25 

24 

1 

50 

5  Bedrooms 

— 

5 

— 

5 

6  Bedrooms 

14 

— 

— 

l4 

Flats  -  1  Bedroom 

cx=> 

6 

6 

-  2  Bedrooms 

— 

38(b) 

- 

38 

-  3  Bedrooms 

~ 

13(c) 

— 

13 

4  Bedrooms 

— 

3(d) 

- 

3 

Bungalows  -  1  Bedroom 

67 

67 

2  Bedrooms 

- 

92 

— 

92 

Temporary  Bungalows 

2  Bedrooms 

— 

50 

— 

50 

301 

1,459 

17 

1,772 

1 

Notes : 


(a)  Includes  6  houses  scheduled  for  demolition 

(b)  Includes  4  2-Bed  flats  over  shops 

(c)  13  3-bed  flats  over  shops 

(d)  3  4-bed  flats  over  shops 

Bents  were  revised  from  1st  April,  1961 ,  and  are 
based  on  twice  the  Hating  Gross  Value. 


A  rent  rebate  scheme  has  been  introduced  to  assist 
the  less  well-off  tenants. 

The  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  Council  accommodation  numbered 
644  in  December,  1961 . 

During  the  year  48  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  and  32  houses 
constructed  by  private  enterprise. 


( 23 )  CTAFF 


There  is  no  change  in  the  staffing  position  in  the  Department. 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a  further  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  but  it  was  not  possible  to  make  the  necessary 
appointment  due  to  lack  of  applicants. 

Arising  from  this  situation  certain  duties  had  of  necessity  to  be 
neglected  and  further  new  legislation  will  make  the  position  more 
difficult . 
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SECTION  VI 

INSPECTION  AND  SU1 ENVISION  OF  FOOD 


(1)  MILK 

The  Milk  &  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1939 

The  responsibility  for  issuing  licences  for  Special  Designated  milk 
has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Council  Health  Department  along 
with  the  responsibility  for  the  sampling  of  milk. 


The  registration  of  retailers  of  milk  is  still  the  responsibility 
of  the  Urban  District  Council  and  there  are  49  distributors  and  one  dairy 
registered.  There  are  no  milk  producers  within  the  Urban  District. 


(2)  ICE-CREAM 

Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1959 

There  is  one  ice-cream  manufacturer  in  the  district  and  the  cold  mix 
method  is  used.  All  other  ice-cream  sold  is  pre-packed. 


( 3 )  NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  BY  TYPES 

General  Grocery  and  Green  Grocery  Shops 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Fish  Frying  Premises  .  ... 

Wet  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bakers  &  Confectioners  ...  ...  ... 

Da.  i  r  res  .o©  ©©.  ...  ... 

Cafes  and  restaurants  ...  ...  ... 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ... 

Canteens  ©c.  ••<>  ...  ...  ... 


8o 

23 

11 

2 

19 
1 

12 

30 

20 


(4)  REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  MANUFACTURE,  STORAGE  OB  SALE 

OF  FOOD  UNDER  SECTION  1$  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Premises 

on 

Register 

i960 

Added  to 
Register 

1961 

Removed 

from 

Regis  ter 

1961 

Total  on 
Register 

1961 

Sale  and  Storage  of 
Ice-Cream 

so 

8 

— 

88 

Manufacture  of  Ice-Cream 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Manufacture  of  Preserved 
Foods,  etc. 

14 

— 

... 

14 

Fish  Frying 

12 

— 

1 

11 

TOTALS 

107 

8 

1 

114 
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(5)  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1958 


There  are  still  three  private  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  Nortnwich, 
and  all  are  in  a  very  good  condition.  100%  meat  inspection  is  carried 
out.  The  quality  of  the  meat  is  very  good  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report 
that  no  cattle  slaughtered  during  the  year  were  affected  with  tuberculosis. 
The  major  portion  of  meat  condemned  consisted  of  offal,  mainly  livers. 

The  'Appointed  Day'  under  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  was  1st  April, 

1961 ,  and  all  three  slaughterhouses  complied  with  the  Regulations  on  that 
date.  During  the  year  there  were  855  visits  made  in  connection  with 
Meat  Inspection. 

Meat  Inspection 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  together  with  details  of  the  post  mortem  inspection. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

rigs 

No.  killed  and  inspected 

785 

387 

19 

4295 

2305 

all  Diseases  except 
'Tuberculosis  &  Cysticerci 

d hole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  condemned 

58 

88 

- 

258 

43 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  .. 
Tuberculosis  or  Cysticerci 

7.5 

22.73 

5.26 

6 .0 

1.9 

Tuberculosis  only 

'dhole  carcases  condemned 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

.82 

Cysticercosis 

I 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

— 

- 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

{ 

1  -   ,-r --  ,  -  v  .  -  , 

l 

. 
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( 6 )  CONDEMNATION  OF  MEAT 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  1  ton  14  cwts.  2  qrs .  16  lbs., 
and  this  was  disposed  of  to  reputable  firms  for  processing. 

( 7 )  FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  '}()60 

It  has  still  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  routine  inspection  of 
food  premises,  but  inspections  are  carried  out  on  occasions  when  visits 
are  made  to  the  premises  for  other  specific  purposes. 

Regular  inspections  are  made  at  the  Market  Hall  and  although  the  new 
Market  Is  still  awaited  the  market  tenants  make  every  effort  to  maintain 
a  good  standard  of  hygiene  in  spite  of  the  obvious  short  comings  of  the 
existing  building.  There  is  every  co-operation  between  the  Market 
Superintendent  and  the  Health  Department . 

There  were  3?6  visits  to  food  premises  in  the  year. 

(8)  CONDEMNATION  OF  FOOD 

The  traders  and  occupiers  of  canteens  contact  the  Health  Department 
if  they  have  any  doubts  regarding  the  condition  of  food  under  their 
control,  and  if  after  inspection  it  is  found  to  be  unfit,  the  food  is 
voluntarily  surrendered.  This  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  either  by 
utilisation  for  pig  food,  or  if  it  is  unsuitable  for  this  it  is  buried 
on  the  refuse  tip. 


The  amount  of  food  involved  in  1961  was  1  ton  5  cwts.  3  qrs.  5  lbs., 
and  made  up  as  follows 


Assorted  Tins  . 

Tins  of  Veal,  Ham  and  Tongue 

Tins  of  Corned  Beef 

Tins  of  Luncheon  Meat  . . . 

Wet  fish  ...  ...  ... 
Tomatoes  ...  ...  ... 


Pears 

Apples 

Melons 

Potatoes 

Artificial  Cream 
Dried  fruit 
owee ts  000 


8 65  lbs. 
238  lbs. 
186  lbs. 
44  lbs. 
52  lbs . 
84  lbs. 
840  lbs. 
20  lbs. 
12  lbs. 
360  lbs. 
33  lbs. 
14  lbs. 
141  lbs. 


TOTAL 


2,889  lbs. 
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( 9 )  BAKEHOUSES 


There  are  13  bakehouses  in  the  district  and  in  most  cases  they  are 
more  concerned  in  the  baking  of  cakes  and  confectionery  than  bread. 

(10)  OTHER  FOODS 


The  County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectors  took  samples  of 
57  varied  articles  of  food  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District  during  1961. 
The  following  2  samples  were  not  up  to  standard 


Sample 

Milk  (Fresh) 


Pineapple  Pieces 
(in  extra  heavy 
syrup) 


Result  of  Analysis  Remarks 

Sub-standard  but  genuine  milk 
1.1%  deficient  in  solids  - 

not  fat  No  action 


Pineapple  Pieces  in  heavy 

syrup  (not  extra  heavy  syrup)  No  action 


F.  SEYMOUR 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
T.  BAINES 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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